Radiologic review: the rheumatoid cervical spine.
We have reviewed the multiplicity of lesions present in the cervical spine in the adult with RA. The clinicoradiographic correlations are presented, and the techniques available for appropriate investigation are suggested. Readily available, conventional radiology provides useful information for the majority of patients. A standardized system of weighting and grading roentgenographic changes would be a welcome area of future research. Myelography and angiography should be considered in every patient before cervical spine surgery. CT evaluation should be reserved for those without a readily appreciable cause for myelopathy and those undergoing cervical surgical procedures.